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Abstract 
This research is conducted on seventh grade B students of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya 
in academic year 2018/2019. The research is conducted to solve the students’ 
vocabulary problems about meaning and spelling in descriptive text. Classroom 
action research is used as the method of research. Individual vocabulary test, 
observation checklist and field note are used as the tools to collect the data. The 
research is done with two cycles. The result showed that the students’ understanding 
of meaning was improved by drawing and sticking pictures on word wall media. The 
students spelling were improved by rearranging the letters into words with right 
spelling. The students’ vocabulary improvement were proven by the students’ 
vocabulary test score and students’ behavior while learning vocabulary. The students’ 
mean score in understanding the meaning improved from 59.5 in cycle 1 to 83.6 in 
cycle 2.  The students’ mean score of spelling improved from 65 in cycle 1 into 88.4 in 
cycle 2. Based on field note, the students were more active, enthusiastic and confident 
while learning English vocabulary in cycle 2. In conclusion, word wall media is 
recommended to be implemented by the English teacher to teach vocabulary in 
descriptive text. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Learning English for foreign language 
learners is very important. The learners need 
to master four language skills like reading, 
listening, writing, and speaking. To master 
all language skills the learners need to master 
vocabulary. Vocabulary cannot be separated 
from students’ English language skill 
because vocabulary can influence students’ 
English language skill. Therefore, it is very 
important to master vocabulary in learning 
English. 
Mastering vocabulary for foreign 
language learner is very challenging. 
According to Nunan (2015), many of English 
words that can fulfill more than one function 
is one of the challenges for the learners in 
learning English. Manik and Christiani 
(2016) state that in order to support students’ 
English skill, the students need to master 
enough vocabulary. Alqahtani (2015) states 
that “vocabulary mastery is an individual’s 
great skill in using words of a language” 
(p.6). However, the students in SMP Negeri 2 
Rasau Jaya especially on grade 7B still have 
some problems in learning vocabulary. After 
having conversation with the English teacher 
of grade 7B, the researcher obtains some 
information. The teacher said that the 
students’ English score on grade 7B is lower 
than the students’ English score on the other 
grades. The teacher also said that during 
teaching and learning process, the students 
got problems to understand the words 
especially adjectives in descriptive text. The 
students also get problem to spell the words 
in descriptive text. Based on those problems, 
the researcher is interested to conduct a 
research in order to improve students’ 
vocabulary in descriptive text on seventh 
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grade B students of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau 
Jaya in academic year 2018/2019. 
The researcher needs to use suitable 
media to improve students’ vocabulary in 
descriptive text. Media for teaching 
vocabulary is defined as a tool that is used by 
the teacher to teach vocabulary. Manik and 
Christiani (2016) argue that the use of media 
for teaching can support the success of 
language learning. The teacher can use media 
to make the teaching and learning process 
fun enjoyable for the students to learn 
vocabulary. Therefore, it is important to use 
media in teaching vocabulary. 
The researcher decides to use word wall 
as the media to improve students’ 
vocabulary. Word wall is a collection of 
words are classified into group or categories. 
Anindyajati and Choiri (2017) argue that the 
words in word wall are large and easy to see 
by all of the students. The researcher thinks 
that word wall is a suitable media to improve 
students’ spelling and understanding of 
meaning in descriptive text. According to 
Sartika (2017), word wall activities can 
engage the learners to spell the words or 
explain the words. Therefore, the researcher 
thinks word wall is a suitable media to 
improve students’ vocabulary of grade 7B in 
SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya and it has proven 
by some researchers that word wall media is 
a good media to teach vocabulary. 
The teacher needs to make good 
preparations before using media for teaching 
in order to make the students easy to achieve 
learning objectives. The teacher also needs to 
make instructional design to teach 
vocabulary using word wall media. Based on 
Harmon, Wood, Hedrick, Vintinner and 
Willeford (2009), word wall instructional 
design consist of building background 
knowledge about selecting words, 
introducing words, making connections with 
words, applying the word to real situations 
and presenting words to the class. The 
researcher conducts this research by 
modifying that instructional design. The 
researcher modifies that instructional design 
because the researcher wants to make word 
wall activities more interesting and easy for 
the students to do it. The word wall 
instructional design are used by the 
researcher consist of building background 
knowledge about selecting words, 
introducing words, making connections with 
words and presenting words to the class. 
Some researchers have done studies on 
teaching English using word wall media. 
Sartika (2017) has conducted a study by 
implementing word wall strategy in teaching 
writing descriptive text to seven grade 
students in junior high school. The 
descriptive qualitative method has used in 
that study. The research findings showed that 
word wall strategies help the students to 
write descriptive text. Anindiyajati and 
Choiri (2017) also have conducted a study 
using word wall media in order to increase 
science-based vocabulary for students with 
hearing impairment. This study has used pre 
experimental method with one group pretest-
posttest design by using sample of eight 
students of the third elementary school. The 
research findings showed that word wall 
media effectively increased science-based 
vocabulary of students with hearing 
impairment of the third grade elementary 
school in SLB-B YRTRW Surakarta in 
academic year 2015/2016. 
This research is different with the two 
previous studies. The two previous studies 
are about the use of word wall media to teach 
writing descriptive text for junior high school 
and science-based vocabulary for students 
with hearing impairment. This research 
focuses on the use of word wall media to 
improve students’ vocabulary in descriptive 
text for students on grade 7B of SMP Negeri 
2 Rasau Jaya. The design or the method to 
conduct the research is also different from 
the two previous studies. The two previous 
studies were conducted by using descriptive 
qualitative method and pre experimental 
method. For this research, the researcher 
conducted a research using classroom action 
research design. 
The researcher conducts classroom 
action research because there are students’ 
vocabulary problems about understanding the 
meaning and spelling of words. By drawing 
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pictures and writing the words, the students 
are easy to recognize the meaning and 
spelling of words. The researcher gives 
individual vocabulary test about synonyms, 
antonyms and spelling to know students’ 
vocabulary improvement. According to 
Alqahtani (2015), some words are explained 
easily by contrasting it and learning 
synonyms is also a way to expand 
vocabulary. Therefore, belives synonyms and 
antonyms questions can measure students’ 
understanding of meaning and rearranging 
the letters of words can measure students’ 
spelling. 
 
METHOD 
The form of this research was classroom 
action research. Based on Burns (2010), 
action research was a part of movement that 
happened in education for some time. 
According to Creswell (2012), action 
research can be used by the researcher when 
there was a specific educational problem that 
needs to solve. Therefore, classroom action 
research consider as an appropriate design in 
this research because there were students’ 
vocabulary problems about meaning and 
spelling that need to solve. 
An action research was conducted in 
some cycles. The cycle was divided into four 
stages. The stages are planning, acting, 
observing and reflecting. 
 
Planning 
Planning in this research involves 
identification and formulation about the 
problems. Based on Burns (2010), in 
planning stage, the researcher should 
consider the resources and materials will be 
used in the research. Therefore, before 
teaching and learning process, the researcher 
prepared materials for teaching, the tools for 
students to make word wall media, lesson 
plan, individual vocabulary test, observation 
checklist and field note. 
 
Acting 
The researcher acted as an observer to 
observe all of the teaching and learning 
activities. The teacher explained the materials 
about vocabulary in descriptive text.  In pre 
teaching, the teacher showed a picture related 
to the topic. For main teaching, the teacher 
asked the students to make word wall by 
writing, coloring, drawing five pictures to 
improved students’ understanding of 
meaning and spelling. In post teaching, the 
teacher and the students reviewed the 
materials. 
 
Observing 
Observing was the third stage in 
classroom action research. The purpose of 
this stage was to see how the activities 
running. The researcher observed and wrote 
everything that occurred in teaching and 
learning process by filling observation 
checklist and field note. The researcher also 
identified the good and bad point in a cycle. 
 
Reflecting 
Reflecting was the last stage of 
classroom action research. The researcher 
recalled all of the data during the teaching 
and learning process. The researcher made 
interpretation and evaluated the teaching and 
learning process. The researcher used the 
result of observing and reflecting stage to 
determine whether to stop the cycle or to 
continue the next cycle to improve students’ 
vocabulary in descriptive text. 
This research was conducted in SMP 
Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya. The participants of this 
research were the English teacher in grade 
7B and the students in grade 7B of SMP 
Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya in academic year 
2018/2019. There are 23 students in grade 
7B. The researcher chose the students in 
grade 7B because the students in that grade 
have problems in learning vocabulary in 
descriptive text. The researcher used 
observation and measurement as the 
techniques to collect the data. 
The researcher used some tools to 
collect the data. The researcher used 
individual vocabulary test to measure 
students’ vocabulary mastery in descriptive 
text. The test was part of teaching and 
learning process. The researcher also used 
observation checklist as a tool to collect the 
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data. Observation checklist was used by the 
researcher to watch and carefully observe all 
of the activities in teaching and learning 
process. The researcher also used field note 
to collect the data. According to Hopkins 
(2008), writing field note was one of the 
ways to report observation, reflection and 
reaction to classroom problems. 
The analysis was conducted to know 
how word wall media improve students’ 
vocabulary in descriptive text. According to 
Hopkins (2008), the important part of 
classroom research was the analysis of the 
data. The researcher analyzed qualitative data 
by follow the steps of qualitative data 
analysis. The researcher analyzed 
quantitative data by calculated the mean 
score of students’ individual vocabulary test 
as follows: 
 
 


 
Note: 
 : Mean score of the students 
 : Total score of students 
 : Number of students 
(Heaton, 1988) 
From the mean score, the researcher knows 
whether the students in grade 7B get good or 
bad score. The result of students’ vocabulary 
test score was classified into these following 
criteria: 
 
Table 1. Qualification Scores 
Score Category Qualification 
80-100 A Excellent 
70-79 B Good 
60-69 C Adequate 
50-59 D Inadequate 
Below 50 E Unacceptable 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Findings 
This part elaborates the finding related 
to the used of word wall media to improve 
students’ vocabulary in descriptive text, for 
seventh grade B students of SMP Negeri 2 
Rasau Jaya in academic year 2018/2019. The 
data were obtained from students’ individual 
vocabulary test, observation checklist and 
field note. The researcher showed the 
findings as follows: 
 
Improving Students’ Understanding of 
Words Meaning Using Word Wall Media 
Understanding the meaning of words 
became one of the students’ vocabulary 
problems on grade 7B of SMP Negeri 2 
Rasau Jaya. The researcher used word wall 
media in order to improve students’ 
understanding of meaning. There are some 
activities done by the teacher and students 
using word wall media. First, the teacher 
divided the students into four groups. 
Second, the students chose five words from a 
descriptive text. Third, the students 
disordered the letters of those five words and 
exchanged those words with the words from 
the other group. Next, the students rearrange 
the letters of the words from the other group 
to make the words have right spelling. Then, 
the students drew and colored five pictures 
that related to those words. Last, the students 
in group present that project by showed, 
stuck and explained the relation between the 
words and the pictures on word wall media. 
The teacher and the students also discussed 
the meaning of the words on word wall 
media. 
Those activities made the students 
understand the meaning of words because 
drew pictures helped the students to have 
vivid description about something. Based on 
the data from field note in cycle one, there 
was one group that drew a picture that was 
not related to the word meaning. For cycle 
two, all groups drew the pictures that related 
to the word meaning. The data from 
observation checklist table showed that all of 
word wall activities were done by the teacher 
and students correctly. Based on the data 
from students’ individual vocabulary test, 
some students did not passing the standard 
minimum score in cycle 1. In cycle 2, all of 
the students pass the standard minimum 
score. The standard minimum score was 70. 
The table below shows the mean score of 
students’ understanding of meaning in cycle 
1 and cycle 2. 
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Table 2. Students’ Mean Score in 
Understanding the Meaning of Words 
First Cycle Second Cycle 
59.5 83.6 
 
Improving Students’ Spelling of Words 
Using Word Wall Media 
The students’ vocabulary problems on 
grade 7B of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya were 
about understanding the meaning and 
spelling of words. In order to improve 
students’ spelling of words in descriptive 
text, the researcher used word wall media. 
The students did some activities using word 
wall media in group. One group consisted of 
four until five students. The teacher asked the 
students to choose five words from a 
descriptive text. Then, the students 
disordered the letters of five words were 
chosen by the students and exchanged those 
five words with the words from other group. 
Next, the students rewrote the words with 
right spelling and colored those words 
creatively. Last, the group stuck and spelled 
five words on word wall. 
The students’ spelling was improved by 
using word wall media. It was proven by the 
data from field note and students’ individual 
vocabulary test score in cycle 2. In the first 
cycle there was one group that still had a 
problem in spelling. In the second cycle, all 
groups rewrote the words using right spelling 
based on the clues. The table below shows 
the mean score of students’ vocabulary test in 
spelling the words in cycle 1 and cycle 2. 
 
Table 3. Students’ Mean Score about 
Spelling 
First Cycle Second Cycle 
65 88.4 
 
The researcher also found that the 
students in the first cycle looked really 
enthusiastic to learn English only on the 
opening session and reading activity. For the 
second cycle, the students looked really 
enthusiastic and enjoy learning English 
vocabulary started from the opening session 
until the teacher close the teaching and 
learning activity. According to the field note, 
although the students felt confused with the 
instruction, when rewrote the word, colored 
the words and drew pictures the students 
were really enthusiastic and enjoyed those 
activities. In the second cycle, the students 
understood the instruction of word wall 
media. Based on the data from observation 
checklist table on the first and second cycle, 
the teacher and the students were done all of 
the activities correctly. 
The students’ vocabulary improvement 
was not only proven by the students’ 
behavior in the classroom but also from the 
students’ individual vocabulary test score. 
Based on the result of students’ individual 
vocabulary test, total score of students’ 
individual vocabulary test about meaning in 
the first cycle was 1190 and the mean score 
was 59.5.Total score of students’ individual 
vocabulary test about spelling was 1300 and 
the mean score was 65. For the second cycle, 
total score of students’ individual vocabulary 
test about meaning was 1590 and the mean 
score was 83.6. Total score of students’ 
individual vocabulary test about spelling was 
1680 and the mean score was 88.4. All of the 
students in the second cycle passed the 
standard minimum score on individual 
vocabulary test about meaning. For the test 
about spelling, there were two students not 
passed the standard minimum score. Those 
results made the researcher satisfied and 
decided to stop the cycle. The researcher 
presents the diagrams to show the significant 
of the students’ individual vocabulary test 
score in understanding the meaning and 
spelling of the words in the first and second 
cycle. 
 
Picture1. Total Score of Students’ 
Individual Vocabulary Test 
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Picture2. Mean Score of Students’ 
Individual Vocabulary Test 
 
Discussions 
The used of word wall media for 
teaching vocabulary improved students’ 
vocabulary on grade 7B of SMP Negeri 2 
Rasau Jaya in academic year 2018/2019. The 
students were active in teaching and learning 
process. Word wall make the students 
confident and enthusiastic to learn 
vocabulary in descriptive text. According to 
Sartika (2017), the step of word wall media 
help the students to understand the meaning 
of new words. Therefore, the researcher 
thinks word wall was a suitable media to 
improve students’ vocabulary in descriptive 
text. 
Word wall media improved students’ 
vocabulary in descriptive text for students on 
grade 7B of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya in 
academic year 2019. That result was similar 
with the result of previous studies. The result 
of the research conducted by Anindyajati and 
Choiri (2017) showed that word wall media 
effectively increasing science-based 
vocabulary for students with hearing 
impairment. This is in line with the result of 
the research conducted by Sartika (2017), the 
research finding showed that word wall 
helped the students to comprehend the 
vocabulary especially in writing descriptive 
text. 
The students can understand the 
meaning and spelling of words because the 
students follow all word wall activities based 
on the instructional design. The researcher 
finds there are two activities of word wall 
that can improve students’ understanding of 
meaning. Drawing five pictures that related 
to the words and coloring the pictures are the 
activities that improve students’ 
understanding of meaning of words on grade 
7B of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya. The 
researcher also finds there are three activities 
of word wall that can improve students’ 
spelling. Rearranging the letters of words, 
rewriting the words and coloring the words 
are word wall activities that improve 
students’ spelling on grade 7B of SMP 
Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya. 
The improvement was not only proven 
by the students’ individual vocabulary test 
score. The students’ behavior in learning 
English also was better than before. From the 
field note of cycle two, the researcher knew 
that the students gave positive response to 
word wall activities in teaching vocabulary 
because the students think that word wall 
activities were fun. The result was similar to 
the result of the previous study by Sartika 
(2017), whose finding showed that more than 
50% of students gave positive responses to 
the use of word wall media for teaching 
writing descriptive text.  
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
The researcher wrote the conclusion 
based on the research findings. The students’ 
behaviors in the first cycle were good but the 
students’ behaviors in cycle 2 were better 
than the students’ behaviors on the previous 
cycle. The students’ individual vocabulary 
test score improved very significantly on the 
cycle 2. Word wall activities made the 
teaching and learning more fun and enjoyable 
for students to lean vocabulary. Drawing and 
coloring pictures can improve students 
understanding of meaning of words. 
Rearranging the letters of the words, 
rewriting the words and coloring the words 
can improve students’ spelling. The 
researcher was satisfied with the result of 
cycle 2. The action hypothesis of this 
research was accepted because word wall 
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media can improve students’ vocabulary on 
grade 7B of SMP Negeri 2 Rasau Jaya in 
academic year 2018/2019. 
 
Suggestions 
The researcher provides suggestions to 
make the teaching and learning process using 
word wall media better. Based on the 
research finding, the researcher provided the 
suggestion as follows: (1) The researcher 
suggests the English teacher to use word wall 
media in teaching vocabulary because it was 
proven that word wall media can improve 
students’ vocabulary. (2) The teacher should 
consider about the way to explain word wall 
instructional design because the students in 
this research were not understood the long 
explanation about word wall instructional 
design. (3) The English teacher is 
recommended to use word wall media 
because this media can make the students felt 
enthusiastic to learn English vocabulary. (4) 
The researcher recommends the English 
teacher to design the teaching and learning 
process using word wall media as interesting 
as possible because the students can enjoy or 
follow all of word wall activities if it is 
interesting. (5) The teacher should make sure 
that the time is enough for the students to 
make word wall media because the students 
can take too long time for rewriting words, 
coloring words and drawing pictures. (6) The 
English teacher is suggested by the 
researcher to find the way in order to make 
the students keep calm in making word wall 
media because the students may be make 
disturbance in the classroom. 
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